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JokN 3 


In the beginning was the Word, and 
= he ord was with God, and the 
Jord was God. 


— 


to ariſe in the church, it ſeems 
intirely providential that they were 
ſuffer d to appear ſo early, when men had an 
pportunity of appealing to the apoſtles them- 
ſelves, for a deciſion of the caſe, to the ora- 
k of the Lord, to thoſe who had the mind 
f Chriſt, 

Hiſtory informs us, that before the death 
of St, John (the youngeſt and laſt of all the 
poſtles,) falſe teachers aroſe, even denying 
the Lord that bought them. The great my- 
Witery of godlineſs, God manifeſt in the fleſh, 


in ours, Men have probably had too high 
an opinion of their natural endowments, and 
thought themſelyes qualifi d, with their pre- 
ſent 


S we are now convinc d from wo- 
ful experience that hereſies were 


gave offence, it ſeems, in thoſe days, as well 
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ſent faculties, to penetrate into things nan 
known to a ſuperior order of Beings ; Tom ff 
things the angels deſire to look into. Hence tl 
came to paſs, that the catholic faith was 1 
jected, becauſe the doctrine of God - incai nil 
nate was too great for human comprehenſiot 
When men had once forſaken the way er 

truth, it was natural enough for them to fi 
into different kinds of error. According er 
whilſt ſome denied the divinity of Chriſt, oP | 
thers denied his humanity. pal 

To obviate theſe hereſies, the biſhops oi 
Aſia applied to their great apoſtle St. Jun 
who thereupon wrote his goſpel, as is reaſo 
ably believed, to give the world ſatisfaQior 
in this momentous controverſy. Here the 
we may reaſonably expect a ſatisfactory a 
count of what we are to believe of the Soi 
of God; whether he really exiſted as a diyin 
perſon with the Father from all eternity, ien 
whether the Redeemer of the: world be 
Creature only, | 

St. John begins his goſpel with the word 
of my text; In the beginning mas the Wari 
and the Ward was with God, and the Word wh 
God. Here are three! terms eh require an 
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umination; the Beginning, the Word, and 
J: If we can attain to the true meaning 
theſe terms, we ſhall ſee moſt of the diffi. 
ties concerning the doctrine of the Trinity 
aniſh away. 
In the Beginning (we ſhall find) ſignifies from 
reclaſting ; and therefore, when any Being 
W (aid to have exiſted in the Beginning, the 
jeaning is the ſame as if it had been ſaid 
þ have, exiſted from eternity. For as there 
uld be no period of time before the crea- 
jon, I mean before ſome creature had a Be- 
p; (for we cannot without great abſurdity 
fn any. period of time to an eternal Be- 
g ſo it is manifeſt, that aſſoon as any crea- 
re exiſted, there commencd a period, ſc. 
be beginning of time: Whatever Being there- 
Ire exiſted. at or before this period, muſt 
re exiſted, before all time, that is from all 


mal God, the Creator of all things viſible 
d inviſible; it being needleſs, in a diſpute, 


tat no Chriſtian denies. 


chapter of Geneſs,, where Moſes ſays, In 


earth © 


kernity, I here ſuppoſe the exiſtence of an 


here Chriſtians only are concern d, to prove F 


Ferhaps it will be objected, that the Word 
$21721ng carries a different meaning in the 


122 God created the heaven and the. 


L681 
earth : that beginning is there reſtrained to iq 
creation of the world, to a limited Period: a0 
how can we be certain then, that St. % yy 
derſtands by it time unlimited, eternal and in 
finite? | | 

But if we may be aſſur'd from certain cir 
cumſtances, that the meaning of an expreſſig 
is ſometimes limited, and confin'd; may y 
not likewiſe be affur'd, when no ſuch lim 
tion appears, that the Word is to have ii” * 
full force, to be taken in an unlimited, inde 
finite ſenſe ? the bare mention of the creatio 
of the earth, plainly ſpeaks a limitation « 
time: and ſo when it is ſaid, In the begimnn 
God created the heaven and tht earth, it is plai 
nothing more is ſaid then this; ſc. that in, « 
at, or before the beginning of the world, Gol 
interpos'd by his power to create or make t 
heaven and the earth, and that without thi 
extraordinary interpoſition, the world woul 
never have had any beginning or exiſtence 
all: that is, the formation of the world wa 
not the effect of chance, but of the power 
God. 3 Y seg e 

But in the words of my text, no mention! 
made of creation, or of any ſubject of a 
ſtrained, limited nature, unleſs God be {uct 


In the beginning was the Word, and the Ward * 
wi 


1 . 
40 God, and the Word was God. Here then we 
moſt certain, that beginning ſignifies the 
winning of, time; but in Geneſis it is other- 
le; for there it plainly ſignifies the begin- 
ng of the world. Which terms are by 'no 
cans to be confounded ; for we cannot ſup- 
oe this world to have been of the firſt of 
odds works; the angels, or other glorious 
Wings unknown to us, having probably re- 
yd their exiſtence almoſt an infinite num- 
r of ages before the foundations of the 
uch were laid; when, as we read in the 
ok of Fob, the morning ſtars ſang together, 
ul all the ſons of God, ſhouted. for joy. Upon 
te whole, I ſee nothing that can weaken my 
t concluſion, ſc. whatever exiſted at, or be- 
e, the beginning muſt have exiſted before all 
me, that ts, from all eternity. 

In the next place, let us conſider who or 
tat it is, that St. John here affirms to have 
this eternal exiſtence. It is called he 
ord, and declared to be God; whether a per- 
u diſtin from the perſon of the father, or 
attribute only of the father; and whether, 
a real perſon, it be truly God, or a Crea- 
pe only, deſerves the moſt ſerious conſidera- 
lon, 

That we are to underſtand by the Mord, 
2 a real 
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a real perſon diſtin from the perſon oft 
father, and not an attribute only, as the 5; 
bellians would have it, is clear from ſeyent 
reaſons; I ſhall mention one or two. St.), 
tells us, the Word was God: Had he expreſy 
himſelf thus, the Word was divine, there mipf 
have been ſome pretence for underſtandi 
the evangeliſt as ſpeaking of a divine att 
bute, quality, power, or operation; but 
ſaying, the Word was God, which is a perſod 
character, he has plainly intimated, that 
was deſcribing a real perſon. But if by t 
Word be meant a real perſon, we are very 
tain it muſt be a perſon diſtinct from the pe 
fon of the Father. The Word was with Gy 
and the Word was God: Now that the inſpit 
penman could drop ſuch an expreſſion as thi 
God the Father was with God the Father, no gol 
Chriſtian will be brought to believe. 

Again, the Word is repreſented in the 1 
verſe of this chapter as the only begotten of ! 
Father: And if it be objected, that we ha 
no certain knowledge of what is meant oy i 
generation or begetting of the Word; 
thus much we certainly know; «that if * 
ten may be a proper expreſſion concerning 
attribute or property, yet only begotten is no 


unleſs God has no more attributes than 7 


9 ] 
Laſtly, from an expreſſion of the ſame apo- 
e, we are not only taught that the Word is 
Perſon, but are further inform'd who the 
erlon is that is called the Word, ſc. the Lamb, 
de Chriſt, the Saviour of the world: Hu name 
ith St. Fohn\ zs called the Word of God. 

We have ſeen then, that St. John means by 
e Vord a real Perſon, not the perſon of the 
ather, but of the Chriſt, the Son of God; 
herefore the Sabellian notion is contrary to 
ripture, as it confounds the two perſons in 
ne. We have ſeen alſo that this Word, or 


me, before any creature exiſted, before all 
me, or from all eternity: and therefore the 
Knan's notion is likewiſe falſe, who (if there 
re any ſuch) aſſerts, that Chriſt had no Be- 
ng, but what he received in the womb of his 
mother. Let us ſee in the laſt place, whether 
he Arians notion too be not capable of a 
ear confutation, whoſe hereſy, as it comes 
Karer the truth, is the more likely to deceive. 
The Arians are ready to admit that the 
Word, or Son, is a real Perſon; that he was 
beſore the creation of the world; that he is 
bod, but an inferior god, infinitely inferior 


Jelus Chriſt. Whether. this be not confront- 
bo B ing 


bm of God, had a Being in the beginning of 


o the ſupreme God and Father of our Lord 


L 10 | 


ing the ſcripture doctrine of Chriſt's divinity 
and St. Johns account of this matter in par 
cular, remains to be conſidered, | 


In the beginning was the Word. St. John do 
not ſay, In the beginning God created the Hal le. 
this would have made him a finite Being: nne 
is this term, as I have obſery'd before, { i 
with any ſubject of a limited nature; vd ea 
might have induc d us to think the apolii 
us d it in a limited ſenſe. But the Word u 
in the beginning ab ſolutely, which, as 1 h 
ſhewn before, muſt ſignifie in the beginning" 
of time, or a true and proper eternity, No | 
if the Word or Son be an eternal Being, biſ'! 
muſt be God in the higheſt ſenſezcas eternii . 
is applicable to none but the true God. e 
yet our adverſaries themſelves do not den ef 
his eternity, tho they ſeem afraid to acknoꝶ A 
ledge it. Hear the author of ſcripture dos 
ctrine upon this point. The ſcripture, (faith E 
in declaring the Son's derivation from the Fatboy" 
never makes mention of any limitation of tine 
but always ſuppoſes and affirms him to ba *c 
exiſted with the Father from the beginning, « at 
before all ages. They therefore have juſtly be 0 


— ll. 


cenſur'd who taking upon them to be wiſe ahov 


— a 


@ Prop. 15 and 16. 
what 
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7 7 written, and intruding into things which 
aue lave not ſeen, have pre ſum d to affirm, that 
ere was a time, when the Son was not. 
W There are other proofs of Chriſt's eternity 
ledged upon this occaſion ; tho I think this 
ee text of St. Fohn ſufficient. The prophet 
aß has a famous paſlage relating to this 
ed. Thou Bethlem Ephratah, tho thou be 
ittle among the thouſands of Fudah, yet out of 
hee ſhall he come forth unto me, that ig to be 
aer in Iſrael; whoſe goings forth have been 
From of old, from everlaſting. 
In many places of the Revelat:ons he is, ſtil d 
the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the 
WE, the Firſt and the Laſt. And the Father is 
deſcribd in the ſame manner, in divers places 
of ſeripture. For inſtance, Rev. 21.6. I am 
Alpha and Omega, the Beginning and the End. 
Again, Iſai. 44.6. Thus ſaith the Lord the King 


om the Firſt and I am the Laſt : And the like is 
to be ſeen in other paſſages of this book. 
Now if theſe words are always expreſſive of 
{true and proper eternity, when they relate 


[be given, why they ſhould conſtantly loſe their 
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Mic. 5. 2. 


hat ſignifi- 


F Iſrael, and his Redeemer the Lord of Hoſts; I 


o the perſon of the Father, what reaſon can 
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ſignificancy, when applied to the perſon 5 
the Son ? | 
As the eternity of the Son is the only 2t 
tribute mention'd in my text, I ſhall not e 
deavour to prove his divinity from his Omnj 
ſcience, Omnipreſence and other divine attr 
butes, which are aſcribed to him both in thi 
Old and New teſtament ; but ſhall rather co 
fine myſelf for the preſent to the aſſertion 9 
the evangeliſt. In the beginning was the IWiri 
and the Word was with God, and the Ward w 
God. Here are two perſons, the Father an 
Son, each in the ſame verſe ſtiled God. Th: 
the Father is ſo called in the ſtrict and pro 
per ſenſe is undoubtedly true: but with 16 
gard to the Son, it ſeems, it mult be othe 
wiſe : he can be ſo, only in a low fictitious 1 
proper ſenſe, As kings and magiſtrates an 
ſometimes ſtiled gods on account of their de 
minion and ſovereignty; ſo «the reaſon wi 
the Son is ſtiled God is not, we are told, f 
much on account of his metaphyſical nature 
how divine ſoever, as of his divine author! 
ty over us.” But the apoſtle tells us he va 
God in the beginning, before he could ha- 
any divine authority over us; becauſe beion 
the creation. It is plain therefore that tht 


Son is not here ſtiled God, as princes hav 
{ome 


T3313, 


er could he be ſo called from acting as God's 
cegerent or repreſentative in the world; 
hen the world had not as yet a Being. To 
poſe theſe things is to ſuppoſe what is ut- 
ly impoſſible. And had St. 70hn intended 
be underſtood as ſpeaking of an inferior 
erlon, would he not have explain d himſelf, 
p prevent a miſtake in a point of ſo great 
mncernment 2 How ſhall an author be under- 


ne word in the ſame ſentence is to be taken 
1two ſenſes quite different from each other, 

Without the leaſt intimation given of any 

ange of the ideas at all? 

But if St. Fohn has not in this verſe inti- 

ated any inferiority in the Son; hath he not 

other paſſages taught his inequality to the 


wn interpretation of ſcripture. In the be- 
ning of 6 chap. Iſai. we read thus, I ſaw 
ſo the Lord ſitting upon a throne high and liſt- 
up, and his train filled the temple. Above it 
ud the ſeraphims, — And one cried to another, 
U ſaid, Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hoſts, 
pe whole earth ig full of his glory. And the poſts 
[the door moved at the voice of him that cried, 
Den ſaid I, e is me, for I am undone, — 


for 


"metimes been, on account of dominion, Nei- 


bod by the moſt judicious perſon living, if 


her? The contrary will appear from his 
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for mine eyes have ſeen the King, the Log 
hoſts. Is this the deſcription of a creatyr 
of a nominal god? or is it the glory of 
true God, the King of kings and Lord e 
lords? He is ſeen fitting upon a throne, f 
preme in Heaven, attended by the {eraphi 
choir, who proclaim aloud his great pont 
and glory. He is likewiſe ſtiled the 7:18 
which we tranſlate, the Lord, and the Ly 
hoſts, which is of the ſame ſignification vit 
Lord God Almighty. All which plainly prove 
that the prophet is here ſpeaking of the tr 
God. Now St. John tells us, this glory v 
the glory of Chriſt : * Theſe things ſaid Eſa 
when he ſaw his (Chriſt's) glory, and ſpake 
him, that is of Chriſt. According to St. Ju 
therefore, the glory and majeſty of the $0 
is equal to the glory and majeſty of the Þ 
ther, the Son is Jehovah and Lord of hoſts 
well as the Father. e 
There is another paſſage in St. Jobn, b 
ſides this, where he ſpeaks of the Son und 
the title of Fehovah. In Ter. 12. 10. the L 
or Jehovah is introduc'd by the prophet ipe: 
ing thus; they ſball look upon Me whom t 

have pierced; which the evangeliſt thus 


po 


4 Joh. 1 | 
pl 
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es to Chriſt; Another ſcripture ſaith (name- 
of Chriſt) they ſhall look on Him whom they 
ve pierced. 

The word Jehovah, it is well known, ſigni - 
: eternal, immutable neceſſary exiſtence, It 
the higheſt and moſt awful of all titles: 
e Jews are ſaid to have had ſo great vene- 
on for the name, that they durſt not pre- 
me to utter it. Nay it is obſervable, that 
Wod bimſelf inſiſts upon his title of Jehovah, 
) ſhew His ſaperiority to the heathen gods, 
numberleſs paſſages of the old teſtament ; 
will mention a few of them. I am the Lord 
thovah) that it my name, and my glory will 
wt give to anather. W Againſt all the gods of 
wht J well execute Fudgment I am the Lord 
thovah) © who bath told it from time to time? 
we not I the Lord (Fehovab) and there is no 
d elſe beſides me a juſt God, and a Saviour 
ere 15 none beſides me. 4 T am the Lord (Je- 
a) the Cod of all fleſh, 1s there any thing 
hard for me? I am the Lord (Jebovab) 1 
awe not. I am the Lord (Febavah) and there 
une elſe; I form the light and create darkneſs 
I the Lord ( Fehovah) do all theſe things, The 
Word 7ehovgh therefore being peculiarly ex- 


Hi. 42. 8. b Exod. 12. 12. © Iſai. 45. 21. d — 32. 21. 
u. 3.6. f Tai, 451 6, f. 
preſliye 


164 
preſſive of the ſuperiority of the true Goq, y 
all nominal deities ; what could St. John mea 
by aſcribing the name to Chriſt, but to {h« 
that Chriſt is poſſeſs d of the powers and pe 
fections of the Godhead; that he is no nom 
nal or inferior Deity, but “ of one ſubſtan 
with the Father, the very and eternal God 
Beſides, it is clear, from other parts of th 
Goſpel, that St. Fohn could not be ſuppos dt 
diveſt the ſon of any divine attribute; þ 
when he aſcribed to him the divine name, ſy 
pos d him poſſeſſed of all the divine perfeQiot 
implied in it. He hath recorded this ſaying 
Chriſt, b all things that the Father hath are mi 
And, all mine are thine, and thine are mine, a 
Jam glorified in them, St. John, we ſee, 
cribes all perfections without exception, tot 
ever bleſſed Son of God, conſiders his Savio 
as truly and eſſentially God. 
Tho I cannot but think what has been WW" 
ready offered ſufficient to convince any unpi 
judiced man, that the ſecond Perſon in tl 
Trinity is truly God; yet I would not o 
one argument more, which this ſame apol 
has furniſhed us with, to prove the divine i 
ture of Chriſt ; 1 mean the argument dra 
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om his being the univerſal creator. Tis 
t Paul's aſſertion, * he that built all things us 
But St. John tells us, all things were 
ade by the Son, and without him was not any 
ng made that was made. According to a 
imous paſſage of St. Paul, by him were all 
things created that are in heaven, and that are 
earth, viſible and inviſible, whether they be 
net, or dominions, or principalities, or pow- 
1; all things were created by him, and for him. 
he is before all things, and by him all things 
wit, I ſhall not make any uſe of this text 
gunſt the Sabellian or Socinian principles; 
o the perſonality and pre-exiftence of the 
jon are plainly deducible from hence. But I 
ould deſire any unprejudic d perſon to con- 
der the words with attention, and ask him- 
elf, whether he finds any where in ſcripture 
reater things ſpoken of the Father, than are 
ere ſpoken of the Son. Al things were crea- 
d by him; not only the things in earth, bus 
le things in heaven, the higheſt order of Be- 
ons, thoſe great and glorious ſpirits that ap- 
W'oach the neareft in power to God himſelf, 
c "ther they be; angels or arch-angels, whether 
J be thrones, or dominions, or  principalites, 


a Heb. 3. 4. b — 1. 3. „ Coloſſ. 1. 16, 17. 
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| or powers, all things were created by him, ag 
for him; for his pleaſure they are and were ©, 
ted. Nor were they only created by him, hy 
depend upon him too, by him all things can 
in him we live, move and have our being, 
is the creator, ſuſtainer, and preſeryer of 
very creature in the uniyerſe, and whether i 
can be ſaid of a creature, let any man of cu 
mon diſcernment judge, 
If our adverſaries will criticize upon f 
word by, and contend, that tho St. Jobs { 
all things were made by the Son, he does nf 
mean, that the Son made all things: I yog 
refer them to Heb, 1. Unto the Son he (ü 
royal Pſalmiſt) ſaith, Thy throne, 0 God, it 
ever and ever. — Thou, Lord, in the beginni 
haſt laid the foundation of the earth, and! 
heavens are the works of thy hands : They jo 
periſh, but thou remaineſt ; and they all | 
wax old as doth à garment ; and as à veſti 
Halt thou fold them up, and they ſhall be changt 
but thou art the ſame, and thy years ſbal 
fail. 
Upon the whole then St. John has taught 
either expreſsly, or by way of implication, ti 
the Son is the eternal God; the Jebovab; u 
Lord of hoſts or Lord God Almighty; that! 
has all the . powers, and perl 
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God; that he is the creator of all things 
thout exception: and if after all, men will 
eſume to ungod their Saviour, or make a 
reature of their Creator; — However, judge 
t that ye be not judged: but judge this rather, 
ut no man put 'a ſtumbling block, or an occa- 
to fall in his brother's way. 
This reminds me of the cenſures in the 
thanaſian Creed: but to prepare the way to 
hat point, it may be proper to conſider, how 
ir we are required to aſſent to the doctrine 
hich I have taken upon me to defend. 
will ſuppoſe no one, who calls himſelf a 
briſtian, will deny the neceſſity of faith in 
der to ſalvation. The only queſtion there- 
pre, 1s, What kind of faith is neceſſary? Or 
Plat are we required to believe, if we expect 
e privileges of a Chriſtian, if we hope for 
e ſalvation which Chriſt has purchaſed for 
2? Now if any kind of faith is neceſſary, cer- 
inly the faith or profeſſion into which we 
baptized is of that nature. But we are 
aptized into the profeſſion of Chriſt's divini- 
as appears from a view of the inſtitution 
f baptiſm, | 
he commiſſion to baptize, which was given 
Chriſt himſelf, runs in theſe words; Go ye 
lerefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them 

in 
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in the name of the Father, and of the Sin, ji; 
of the Holy Ghoſt, Here is plainly a dit. 
ction of ' perſons, otherwiſe the words n 
be taken in ſuch a ſenſe as this, Go ye then 
fore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in i 
name of the Father, and of the Father, and 
the Father. Could an inſpired writer put ſu 
language into the mouth of the author of 0 
ſalvation ? ee 

We have therefore dedicated ourſelyes, 
required, by a moſt folemn act «s ua, in 
the name, to the honour and ſervice of th 
per ſons, the Father, the Son, and the Holy C 
Can any good reaſon be given, why the fa 
outward act ſhould not have the ſame reſp 
to the Three Perſons > why the Son, ſor 1 
ſtance, has not a claim to divine honours, 
well as the Father? why the Son is not 
parently God, as well as the Father? Do i 
words ſeem to require a different conſtructio 
Father and Son, ſurely, are words clearly 
preſſing a ſameneſs of nature, in a diſtindiq; 
of perſons; which is all we contend for. 
ſubordination in the Son, is readily admitte 
but no inferiority of nature. As amongſt mal 
a ſon is not inferior to his father, but 
ceives from him his human nature, and 
the advantages of it; ſo the Son of God, 
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eternal generation, is inveſted with all the 
Terſections of the Deity, as he is truly and 
Wcntially divine. 

The words then, conſidered in i themſelves, : 
o moſt naturally and obviouſly appear in that 

eule which the Catholicks put upon them. 

zut were they otherwiſe underſtood by the an- 
ents? We are aſſured they were not, by an 
other of undoubted veracity, who has traced, 
s he tells us, the ſentiments of the earlieſt wri- 
n upon this head; and who has even been 
proached, for having been too converſant in 
heir writings, I might add from the ſame 
eat man, as alſo from the author of the an- 
quities of the Chriſtian church, that it was a 
um cuſtom of the primitive arcs, to require 
te candidates for baptiſm, firſt to make a ſo- 
nn renunciation of idolatry, and falſe wor ſhip, 
der the general title of the devil and all his 
jumps, &c. and then immediately after, to pro- 
their faith in, and adberence to, God the Fa- 
„„ Sor, and Holy Ghoſt. And we are fur- 
er informed from both theſe authors, that 
n the primitive times, the catechumens were in- 
ed in the doctrine of the Holy WY pre- 

3% to baptiſm. 

But if, againſt the plain ſenſe, and mean- 
ts of the words, and the authority of the an- 
cients, 
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cients, any man will contend that the Son of 
God is a creature ſtill, notwithſtanding his hy 
ing joined with the Father in this ſolemn man 
mer, without the leaſt hint or intimation o 
any inferiority of nature; he would do will” 
to conſider the conſequence of ſuch error, 1 
we could ſuppoſe God and a creature unite ii 
ſuch a ſolemn act, for receiving mankind ; 
their diſciples and ſubjefts, how ſhocking” 
would be the conſequence of fuch a ſuppoſif 
tion? Creature-worſhip would be hereby eſt 
bliſhed upon ſcripture, when the main driff 
of ſcripture is to preclude it. 

But how cogent ſoever the proof of Chrilt 
divinity is, which is drawn from the form o 
baptiſm, I need not, I preſume, inſiſt on 
here; having already, if I miſtake not, clea 
ly ſhewn, if ſcripture be true and words hai 
any meaning, that we have the greateſt re 
ſon to believe the ſecond Perſon in the Trini 
to be of the ſame divine nature with the firl 
It is ſufficient for my purpoſe, after what 
been ſaid, that this text is capable of thi 
ſenſe, wherein the Catholicks underſtand i 
If the doctrine be not contradicted, it is i 
firmed by it. Nothing leſs can be meant, tha 
our vowing all obedience to the Holy Trinit 


when we take upon us the profeſſion 1 bs | 
a janitſ; 
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anity. But belief is an act of obedience it- 
if; and therefore we are not at liberty to 
fiſe our aſſent to ſuch truths as God has 
bought fit to reveal. When our Saviour gave 
is diſciples their commiſſion to baptize, and 
preach the goſpel, he adds, He that be- 
weth and is baptized ſhall be ſaved, but, he 
bat believeth not, ſhall be damned. It appears 
ere from Chriſt's own words, that the belief 
| f the goſpel is neceſſary to ſalvation. Go ye 
„ a the world, and preach the goſpel to every 
| zature, He that believeth and is baptized ſhall 
+ ſaved, &c. Now as the writings of the apo- 
les muſt have the ſame influence over ws, 
x their preaching had upon thoſe who lived 
| their days, we are as much bound to be- 
eve what we are taught in this way, as they 
ere to believe what was taught in the other. 
therefore we find Chrift's divinity plainly 
wht in the ſacred writings, — let us leave 
e men, who oppoſe this article, to make 
te inference. 
But they will tell us, They have mot dren able, 
ſter the moſt diligent and exact inquiries they 
ud poſſibly make, to find any ſuch doctrine in 
mpture, as we talk of ſeeing ſo clearly there; 
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and therefore they are not ſenſible of any dang 
in being. of a different opinion from ut; hy; , 
the contrary they object, that it is a danger 
raſbneſs in us to cenſure, as to their everlaſtin 
ſtate, thoſe whom the ſcripture hath not cenſure 

In anſwer to this, They ought to be ye 
aſſur d, that they have made this inquiry, by 
fore they preſume to reje the article, Thi 
ought to be throughly ſatisfied, that they hay 
conſulted. the ſcriptures carefully and with 
unbiaſſed mind; and that they have uſed ſuc 
helps and aſſiſtances as are neceſſary for ut 
derſtanding them. If, without conſulting (cali: 
pture at all upon the caſe, they form a ſche 
to themſelves, which they are reſolved not t 
giye up: or if they look only upon a few tex 
that ſeem to ſpeak for the ſubordination « 
the Son, (which no ſound Catholick denic 
and conclude from thence, he muſt be in 
rior to the Father, as a creature is inferior 
God; without conſulting other parts of ict 
pture, for inftance, the writings of St. Jon 
which plainly prove him to be the Etern 
the Almighty God, the Jehovah, the Creat 
of all things without exception: or laſtly, 
before this pretended inquiry they have tak 
upon them to determine the manner of Go 


exiſtence, and raſhly judged, Ir muſt be /o, Wi 
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impoſſuble it ſhould be otherwiſe, and nothing 
ll convince me : I ſay in either of theſe caſes, 
e doctrine may not appear conſpicuous. - But 
ve wilfully ſhut our eyes, and then com- 
uin we cannot ſee the objects that others 
x delighted with, tis plain we are very un- 
nd to ourſelves. However if there ſhould 
4 caſe as I firſt ſtated it; if a man ſincere- 
, without prejudice, and with all poſſible 
ps, endeayours to find the true meaning 
ſcripture, in order to become wiſe unto 
lation; and cannot ſatisfy himſelf, that 
Wis is a ſcripture doctrine, it would be mat- 
r of ſurpriſe to me, but not of cenſure. 
Indeed I ſhould think myſelf culpable, if I 
dak upon me to judge of the everlaſting 
te of any particular perſon, that differed 
"mm me in points however eſſential. With 
ard to myſelf, I know and am perſuaded, 
lat the point I am upon is not matter of 
peculation, but of the higheſt importance. 
the Son of God be a divine perſon, (that 
if he be the Son of God) he has a right 
d divine honours, and a robbery here will 
e ſacrilegious. If the Son of God be not a 
Wine perſon, (that is again if he be not the 
on of God) he has no right to divine ho- 
Nor; and if I pay that honour to him which 
D ä is 
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is due to the Father alone, I am guilty of 14 
latry. Here is no room for a neutrality 
is a very weighty point, and muſt 1 
me one way or other. The evidence for t 
truth of the article is anſwerable to the In 
portance of it. When I conſult the ſcripty 
upon the caſe, I am told the ſecond peridff 
in the Holy Trinity is the only-begotten Sig 
God, is God, is the eternal God, is the Lor 
hoſts, is the Jehovah, is the creator, ſuſtain 
and preſerver of every Being in the uniye 
— and can I poſſibly doubt of his divinig 
ar with-hold that adoration which i is due 
God; 2 
With regard to 1 I know how a m 
May be ſaved, if I know not how he Muſt| 
ſaved. I know, if a man believes and obe 
the goſpel, he ſhall be ſaved. I know of 
other terms of ſalvation offered to mankind 
and therefore it would argue a want of cha 
to be ſilent about a matter of ſo great 15 
general concern; and not rather to int 
men, that they would not ſtand out agail 
conviction ; that they would lay aſide pri 
and prejudice, and receive with meekneſs | 
ingraſted Mord which is able to ſave their ſo 
However, if they ſhould ill perſiſt in th 


error —I ſhould think it uncharitable and 
becomiul 
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oming in me to exclude a man from the 
cy of God, when it is not poſſible for me 
How what diſadvantages he may have la- 
ted under; how far, or for what reaſons 
Hidence may have ſuffered his underſtand- 
js to be darkened, or his judgment de- 
ied. 
Sich a behaviour is (if I miſtake not) re- 
bnmended by the practice of our Church; 
hich in the Athauaſian Creed, doth not, as 
Ir as J can learn, warrant her members to 
probate any particular perſon of Antitri- 
#arian principles. The cenſures in this Creed 
no more then general propoſitions, like 
) what we find in ſcripture, declaring the 
kceffity of a true faith in order to ſalva- 
bu. And the uſe of them, as I take it, is 
þ raiſe that attention in mankind which is 
lit to a caſe of the greateſt concernment; | 
b excite to a diligent and faithful examiha- 
bn of God's holy will; to make us throw off 
| prejudice, and judge with prudence and 
ation, (I may add with ##verence too) as of 
point which is declared ſo nearly to affect 
ir everlaſting falyation, But let us exathine 
ee ſeveral cenfiites, that we may ſee how 
they are liable to ſuch conſtruction, 


The 


The firſt cenſures we meet with, are in d 
beginning of the Athanaſian Creed: Jy 
ever will be ſaved, before all things it i. 
ceſſary, that he hold the Catholick faith: Wii 
faith except every one do keep whole and un 
filed, without doubt he ſhall periſh everlaſtin 
Theſe are plainly “ no more then general pr 
poſitions like to what we find in ſcripty 
declaring the neceſſity of a true faith in c 
der to ſalvation.” It is St. Paul's comma de 
(and therefore undoubtedly neceſſary) that 
ſhould, * Hold faſt the form of ſound word;, 
is Chriſt's declaration, He that believeth, g 
it baptized, ſhall be ſaved; but he that believe 
not ſhall be damned. 

Before we meet with another cenſure, 1 
have a particular account of what we are 
quired to believe concerning the divine : 
ture ; the ſum of which is this, that there at 
Three divine perſons -in One undivided {ut 
ſtance. I have not indeed infiſted on the d 
vinity of the Holy Ghoſt, (being otherwiſe 1 
much ſtraiten d in time, that I have bee 
force d to omit many material proofs of ti 
divinity of Chriſt:) but however where the c 
vinity of the Son is admitted, the divinity « 
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de Holy Ghoſt follows eaſily and naturally 
jough, Therefore if the Son be proved a 
tia perſon from the Father, and yet of 
te ſame divine nature with the Father, it 
lows, that this doctrine in the Creed is no 
ther than ſcripture doctrine. 

pe are now come to another cenſure, (if 
tis can be ſo called) He therefore that will be 
wed muſt thus think of the Trinity, There is 
deed a ſeeming harlhneſs in this clauſe, ac- 
veding to our tranſlation; but it is not ſo in 
e original, where the words are theſe: Qu; 
t ergo ſalvus eſſe, ita de Trinitate ſentiat. 
ſboſoever therefore is willing to be ſaved, 
t hm thus think of the Trinity. So that 
bis is no cenſure, but a kind direction to a 
, who is willing and deſirous, to know the 
ms of ſalvation. 

The next point that offers in the Creed is 


ſa e incarnation of Chriſt, Furthermore, it s 
ry to everlaſting ſalvation, that (a man) 
c believe rightly the incarnation of our Lord 


ju Chriſt. A general propoſition too, not 
like this of St. John, Hereby know ye the 
unt of God: every ſpirit that confeſſeth that 
u Chriſt it come in the fleſb, is of God. Aud 


* 


« 1 Joh. 4: 2, 3. 4 
every 


r — —— e IT So I 


f 


ſaved. This is the Catholick, the true fait 


perſon in this ever glorious Trinity mas int 
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every puri that konſe ſoth not that Jeſu Cir 
is come in the fleſh, is not of God; and thi; 
that ſpirit of antichriſt, whertof you have hear 
that it ſhould tome, and eben nom WY T 
in the world. 

The following explanation of this article 
perfectly agreeable to ſcripture, and unden 
able upon the eſtabliſhed principle that 0 
17 God. We are now come to the concluſi 
of the Creed: This is the Catholitk faith, wh 
extept à man believe faithfully, he cannot 


the real doctrine of ſcripture touching Wl 
Deity ; ſe. that there are Three diſtind per. 
in One undivided ſubſtante ; and that the Stu 


nate, (the Nord mu made fleſh and dnelt 
mong us) and ſuffered for our ſalvation, Tl 
is, in brief, the doctrine contained in the A! 
ttafian Creed, intirely founded on the word 
God. And if fo, a man will make this « 
cluſion for his own fake, extept 1 believe 
doctrine, I cannot be ſaved. Ro 

Yet I will humbly prefume, the church dt 
not make this inference, how juſt ſoever: 
taking this excellent form ite her ſervice 
hath ſhewn the greateſt caution and tend 


neſs. She hath guarded us againſt or 
ol 
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und opinions touching the nature of the 
odhead, by bringing the danger of theſe 
Ie notions ſo near us, that if we only open 
ir eyes we cannot avoid ſeeing it: here ſhe 
7s, — When ſhe hath ſhewn us our danger, 
e doth not, if we heſitate, immediately plunge 
into miſery, or cut us off from all hopes of 
ration, but warns us to flee from the wrath, 
come. Thus, in the beginning of the Creed 
are told, that without a right faith a man 
not be faved : we are further told, that the 


lief of Chriſt's divinity is the right faith: 


hi is ſufficient, to ſhew us the importance of 
6 + article, She doth not therefore draw a 
uf ncluſion, which might ive offence through 
200 


 excefive ſeverity, but like a kind and faith. 
monitor concludes thus: whoſoever there fore 
ling to be ſaved, let him thus think. Whos, 
wer 8 defrraus to obtain ſalvation, let him, or 
nuld adviſe him to take this way. 

Thus here in the conclukon, the ſame cau- 
w care and tenderneſs appears as we have 
en in the beginning; that is, we are again 
K what faith every Chriſtian ought to pro- 
; {c. that there are Three diſtinct perſons. in 
= Godhead, but One ſameneſs of nature, and 
Fit the Ward was made fleſh ; this is the Cathe- 
| faith, We are allo reminded, | in general 


ſeems 
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ſcems ſtill, of the importance and neceſiiy 
holding the Catholick or true faith, which fal 
except a man believe faithfully, he cannot be ſavy 
How natural ſoever a concluſion might fold 
the church has not made it explicit, but leay 
it to every man's conſcience to make the py 
per application; ſhe only deſires that «my 
ce would take warning of their danger, x 
«wiſely avoid it. Concluding the Creed, 
it begun, with a general declaration touchi 
the neceſſity of a right faith, Which Catholi 
(or true) faith (for ſo I underſtand the conn 
Qion, keeping to the firſt general propoſitia 
whoſoever will be ſaved, &c. and dropping tl 
explanatory part :) except a man believe fait 
fully, he cannot be ſaved. Except a man bele 
& honeſtly and faithfully the Catholick fi 
cc or the word of God, he cannot be ſavec 
Such general propoſitions can give no offen 
to the moſt cautious man living. — There 
therefore no offenſive harſhneſs in this Cree 
when rightly underſtood, but an excelle 
preſervative againſt the dangerous tenets ( 
ſome unhappy men. — And if any man of 
ſuperabundant charity can diſlike ſuch gene 
propoſitions, on account of their ſeeming 
yerity, I will venture to affirm, there 5 
much, if not more, reaſon for him to dill 
ore 
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fon'd by ſome late writings, particularly Mr. Whiſton's Diſcourſe of 
| Torments, by Matt. Horbery B. D. Fellow of Magd. Coll. Oxon. 


he Inſpiration of the Moral Parts of Scripture aſſerted. A Sermon 

ch'd at the Triennial Viſitation of the Right Rev. Father in God Ri- 

rd Lord Biſhop of Lichfield and Coventry Aug. 29. 1744. by Matt. Hor- 
B. D. Fellow of Magd. Coll. Oxon. | 


The Genyineneſs of Lord Clarendog's Hiſtory vindicated; Mr Oldmixon's 
nder confuted, and the true State of the Caſe repreſented, by John Bur- 
B. D. Fellow of Eton College. 


The Folly and Wickedneſs of Miſplacing our Truſt and Confidence, 
Sermon preach'd before the Univerſity of Oxford on Wedneſday April g. 
44. ring the Day appointed for a General Faſt, by John Burton B. D. 
low of Eton College. . | 
Principles of Religion the only ſufficient reflraint from Wickedneſs. A 
won preach'd at the Aſſizes before the Honourable Sr Thomas Abney, 
ut Serjeant Willes, and before the Univerſity of Oxford, at St. Mary's, 
7. 1746. by John Burton B.D. Fellow of Eton College. 


The Expoſtulation and Advice of Samuel to the Men of Iſrael applied. 
Sermon preach*d before the Univerſity of Oxford, at St. Mary's, OR. 9. 
G. being the Day appointed to be kept as a General Thankſgiving to 
ighty God, for the Suppreſſion of the late Rebellion, by John Burton 
D. Fellow of Eton College. : 


The Miniſterial Duty fer forth. In a Sermon preach'd before the Uni- 
tity of Oxford on the laſt Sunday in June, 1740. by Richard Newton 
9. Principal of Hertford College. 


The Faithfut Paſtor. A Sermon preach'd before the Univerſuy of Oxford 
i, Mary's on Act Sunday in the Afternoon July 7. 1945. by William 
Itdner B. D. Rector of St. Olive Southwark, and Chaplain to che Right 
n. Henry Earl ot Lincoln. 


The Nature and Reaſonableneſs of the Inward Call and Outward Miſſion 

- Holy Miniſtry Conſider d. A Sermon preach'd before the Right Rev. 

Ker in God THOMAS Lord Biſhop of Oxford, at the Ordination at 
5 Church, on Sunday Dec. 22. 1745. and before the Univerſity of Ox- 

Ar *t Mary's Mar. 2. 2745-6. by William Parker M. A. Fellow of Bal- 

college in Oxford, | 

Dr. 


— pe. coniagesby's Sermon preach'd before the Mayor and cot tie 


o 


-.. » Epiſtola ad Phil. Hebræos Oxon, 


Books Printed for James Fletcher. 


the City of Hereford en Monday Oct. 4. 1742. being the Da 
admiſtion to his Os. YT Te ou 


- Enquiry into the Medicinal Virtues of Briſtol-Water and * 
of cars Thich it anſwers, by George Randolph M. D. the Indicy 


The Eternity of Future Puniſhment aſſerted and vindicated. In 4nf 
to Mr Whiſton's late Treatiſe on that Subject. In two Sermons prea heof 
before the Univerfity of Oxford, by William Dodwell M. A, 


The Deſireableneſs of the Chriſtian Faith illuſtrated and apply'd, 43 | 
mon preach'd at the Triennial Viſitation of the Right Rev, Father in cont 
Thomas Lord — of Sarum held at Reading on Thurſday Aug. zo. ij m al 
by William Dodwell M. A. | 


The Nature, Procedure, Extent, Value and Effects of a Rational f 
Conſidered. In two Sermons preach'd before the Univerſity of Oxford, * 
William Dod well M. A. | l. 


The Practical Influence of the Doctrine ofthe Holy Trinity repreſentel riſto 
Sermon preach'd before the Univerſity of Oxford, on Trinity Sunday, i re: 
by William Dodwell M. A. ; 


A Diſſertation on Jephthah's Vow : Occafion'd by Mr, Romaine's & 
on that Subject, by William Dodwell M.A. 


Les Chef- D' Oeuvres de P. Corneille. Szwolr, le Cid, Horace, Cinna, 
lyeuge, Pompee, Rodogune. Avec le jugement des Savans 2 la ſuit 
chaque Piece. Nouvelle Edition, | 


The Conjugation of French Verbs, with their Syntaxis, according to 
ther — Plan. * b 8 


A Mechanical Enqui into the Nature, Cauſes, Seat, and Cure of 
Diabetes, With an il of the moſt remarkable Symptoms. 


Reflections on Ancient and Modern Hiſtory. 


A correct Map of twenty Miles round the City of Oxford, ſhewing 
Counties, Hundreds, Eccleſiaſtical Diviſions, Towns, Villages, Genilen 
Houles, Caſtles, &c. Alſo the Roads, Rivers, Parks and Battles. 


'A al and Univerſal Table, readily ſhewing the Day of the l 
and of the Week; Leap-Year, or whether it be the firſt, ſecond, or Ul 
after ; the Dominical Letter, Golden Number, Epect, moveable and f 
Feaſts, and other Remarkable Days throughout the Year ; New 3nd 
Moon, with the firſt and laſt Quar ers, the Riſing and Setting of the 
the Equation of Time for every fifth Day; all the Viſible Ecliples, & 


oks lately Printed i in. SCOTLAND, and Sold ky James 
Fletcher | in the Turl, OXFORD, 


J 


-ndari Opera omiia quæ extant. Olympia, Pyrhia, Iſthmia, cum Inter- 
ntione Latina. | | a 


picteti Enchiridion, Cebetis Tabula, Prodici Hercules, & Cleanthis Hym- 
Omnia Græce & Latine. 


eophraſti Characteres Echici, ex recenſione Petri Needham, cum ver- 
Latina If. Caſaubõnĩ. 


metrius Phalereus de Elocutione, five Di&ione Rhetforica. In hac Editio- 
contextus Græcus ex optimis Exemplaribus emendatur, Verſio Latina 
m ab erroribus repurgatur ; & Loca à Demetrio laudata, quæ hactenus 
tantum extabant, nnnc primum Latinicate donantur, 


Lurci Antonini Imperatoris eorum ad ſeipſum Libri 12. Poſt Gatake- 
| —— Recogniti & Notis Illaſtrati 3 doctiſſimo Viro R. I. Oxo- 


riſtotelis de Poetica, accedunt * Latina Theodori Goulſtoni & 1n- 
res Lectiones Variantes. 


itoteliz de Mundo Liber, ad ne, cum verſione Latina Guliel- 
budzi Var. Lect. . 


rreontis & Sapphonis Carmina, Gr. Lat. 


phoclis T dia que extant ſ „cum Verſione Latina. Addita 
My & notæ . T. Johnſon in Quatuor 
pedias, 2 vol. 


Cbyli Trageediz quæ extant ſeptem, cum Verkone Latina & Le&ioni- 
uli, 2 vol. 


lophontis Hiero, five de Regno. Accedit Verſio Latina Johannie 3 
ü 1 Varia Lectiones. 


T. Ciceronis de Natura Seema Libri tres. Acredunt Boberll, Dori 
rum inſigniores Le&iones Variantes & ConjeQurz. 


. Ciceronis Tuſculanarum Diſputationum Libri quinque. Accedunc 
ies Variantes, & Doctorum, pracipue Cl. Bouherli Conjectuæ. 


 Terencii Afri Comœdiæ ſex : ex editione Weſterhoviana Recenſita ad 
odecim amplius MStorum Codicum, & pluſcularum optimæ Notz 


ri Auguſti Liberti, Fabalarum Eſopicaram Libri quinque : ex edi- 
Burmanni. 


w Horatius Flaccus ad Le&iones probatiores diligenter emendatus, 
Tone nova ſæpius Illuſtratus, 


gli Maronis Bucolica Georgica & Eneis, ex recenſione Alexandri 
au Scoti cujus emendationes ſubjiciuntur. 


Hutche- 


& Books lately Printed in Scotland, &c. 


Hutcheſon Philoſophize moralis Inſtitutĩo compendiaria, Ethices & 
prudentiz naturalis Elementa continens. Editio ſecunda, Auctior & h 
datior. | | | 


2 Metaphyſicz, Ontologiam & Pneumatologiam compleens 


Hutcheſon. 


The Meditations of the Emperor Marcus Aurelius Antaninus, newly tt 
lated from the Greek, with Notes, and an Account of his Life 


Select Sermons of Dr. Whichcot, in 2 parts, with a Preface by the l 
of Shaftsbury. | 


Novum Teſtamentum Gtæcum, cura Rhuddimanai. 


Eleven Sermęns on ſeveral Subjects, by Bp. Burner. 


A Treatiſe concerning the Truth of the Chriftian Religion, by Bp.| 
net: To which is added, a Diſcourſe on Miracles, by John Locke, L 


More on the Attributes and Providence of God, with a 
Preface by Hutcheſon. 


5 lnſtructions to a Son, containin Rules of conduct in publick and 
vate Life, by Archibald Marquis of Argyle. . 
A Plan of Education, by the Chevalier Ramſay. l 
ue Gentle Shepherd, a Scots Paſtoral Comedy, by Allan Rani) 
| The Cherrie and the Slae, compylt into Scottis Meeter, by Captain 
Hardyknute, A Fragment of Antient Scots Poem. 
£: sir Tho. More's Utopia in Engliſh, by Bp. Burnet. | 
— The Excellency and Nobleneſs of True Religion in its Original * 
r 


The Temper, character and Duty of a Miniſter of the Goſpel, 4 
preach d at Glaſgow, by W. Leechman M. 4. | | 


wALLILITIENC 


. N 


” 


: 


LET . id 71 * . 
- { a 


-—_ 


